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Past and present members of
EC4WDA were saddened to learn of the
recent passing of Belinda Shook Terzich,
Treesdale, Pennsylvania, at the young age
of 45 following several years of battling
cancer. Surviving her are her parents, her
husband Michael and two daughters,
Sydney and Addison.

The Shook family entered the
EC4WDA competitive arena around 1977
when Belinda was 7, a very outgoing little
girl who everyone in the off road racing
fraternity knew. If her dad Terry, in his
white “Iron Horse” Jeep, was racing,
Belinda was his biggest fan!

In his nearly fifteen years in the
sport, Terry was a high profile racer who
succeeded and managed to find time to be
a leader, not only at his club level, but at
the association level as well. He served six
years as president of two clubs, was
active in rules and sanctioning, as a
convention delegate and also served as
chairman of Region A in 1979-80.

Belinda passed September 26th while
a patient at UPMC Magee Women’s
Hospital in Pittsburgh.

Memorials can be sent in care of
Magee Women’s Hospital Breast Cancer
Program, 300 Halket Street, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania 15213.
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EC4WDA Safety Rules followed by Buggies

BODY

Each vehicle shall have a minimum body as follows:
A. Radiators, oil coolers, hoses, belts and fans must be shielded by a combination of shields and/or hood to protect spectators and drivers.

Blowers with more than half of diameter of top pulley exposed above hood must be shielded. In the event the engine is exposed, driver must
wear full fire protection and full face shield.

D. All open body vehicles must have a foot restraint on the driver’s side to keep driver’s foot from slipping outside the vehicle.
E. Excessive lightening of the body and/or frame are not permitted.
F. Whip antennas, tow bars, and hub caps must be removed for competition. Tire chains are not permitted.
G. The following will apply to homemade bodies:

1. Metal with minimum thickness 22 gauge, fiber-glass or rubber glass.
2. Front engine fire wall must extend from cowl to floor. Floor must extend from firewall to rear of driver’s seat under driver’s compartment.
3. Rear engine firewall must extend from hood to top of lowest frame rail behind driver’s compartment extending from body in front to
rear of driver’s seat.

H. Oil lines, fuel lines, water lines, transmission coolers and radiators are not permitted in the driver’s compartment.
I. Steering knobs are not to extend beyond three (3) inches above the steering wheel and must be at least two (2) inches in diameter. A

standard tractor knob or solid plastic ball-bearing knob is sufficient.
K. Roofs or roof net is recommended for all obstacle course vehicles.
L. Throttle lines and cables, brake lines, fuel shut off and kill switch wires must be protected from drive line components on non-stock chassis.

Hydraulic throttles must be plastic or rubber lines.

DRIVE LINE
2. All vehicles must have a safety inspection at each race. Any vehicle involved in a collision or mishap must be reinspected before the next

round of competition. Any vehicle which rolls 360 degrees must stop and be reinspected before next round of competition.
8. No neutral starts allowed.
12. All vehicles must have a working reverse gear.
14. All vehicles that are chain or belt driven must have a scatter shield to protect the driver from broken chains or belts. Chains and belts must

be covered on sides and top with 1/4” aluminum or 1/4” steel.
16. Any tire considered unsafe by the Rules Committee will not be permitted to compete.

DRIVER SAFETY
2. Anyone whose shoulder harness becomes disengaged must stop, reconnect his/her harness, then proceed: otherwise, he/she will be

disqualified for that round. Drivers, while on hills, must remain in harness until safely off the course.
6 a. Any driver receiving any physical assistance during competition including co-driver operating any controls will be disqualified for that round.

b. Each driver must bring his/her own vehicle to the staging line unassisted, and is responsible for staging of said vehicle.
1. No blocking will be done.
2. It is recommended that all vehicles be equipped with a brake lock or hand brake for staging.

7. Any driver involved in an accident, rollover or severe stop, must be checked by ambulance crew or EMT.
8. No smoking in vehicle while in staging area or while in competition.
9. Any driver using or under the influence of alcoholic beverages and or illegal drugs during competition hours, regardless of quantity, will be

disqualified from the meet, and will be subject to suspension or revocation of competition privileges at the discretion of the Rules Committee.
10. No loose objects permitted inside vehicles during competition.
11. Each vehicle will carry attached to the vehicle, in plain view, a fully charged 2-1/2 lb. minimum dry chemical, Halon (with seal intact) or CO2

fire extinguisher with a dial gauge, approved by ICC, UL or Coast Guard, and equipped with a suitable quick release bracket. A portable fire
extinguisher should be maintained in or on their trailer for any fire emergency which might occur at that location.

12. It is recommended that all vehicles competing in obstacle events be equipped with a suspension style racing seat specifically designed for
off road racing.

13. Maximum of one (1) pillow between driver and seat. Seat must fit driver.
14. Exhaust systems shall be constructed so that engine exhaust is directed away from gasoline filter spout, spectators, drivers, and out of

engine compartment and away from driver. Exhaust system components may not pass through the driver’s compartments.
15. No part of the driver’s body is allowed to protrude beyond the cage and/or body of vehicle. Driver will be disqualified from that round if he

does so. (Example: holding onto the roll cage or side bars with hands.)
16. Full coverage (with ear and skull protection) racing type safety helmets are mandatory. All helmets must fit driver properly. Snell 95 helmet or

newer or equivalent. (Recommended Snell 2005).
17. It is recommended that all drivers wear approved eye protection.
18. All drivers must wear a minimum of a t-shirt, long pants, and shoes. Shoes that are defined as footwear which cannot slip off the feet.
19. All drivers, except street stock classes, must use EC4WDA approved stock car netting on the driver’s side from the side bar to the top of the

cage. It should be attached in a manner equivalent to the strength of the net. Center seaters must use netting on both sides. Vehicles with
factory doors and windows must cover the window areas.

20. In lieu of side nets, EC4WDA approved arm restraints may be used.
21. Drivers whose sidenet or arm restraints become unattached must stop and reconnect before proceeding or they will be disqualified for that

round.
24. No work may be done under any vehicle in the pit area while the car is supported by only one jack. Additional safety devices such as jack

stands are required to provide additional protection in the event of jack failure. Failure to observe this rule is grounds for immediate
disqualification.

25. Steering systems with spring shaft must be fastened at both ends pinned and/or welded. Rear engine cars are required to have anti-blow
back device on steering shaft.

ELECTRICAL
1. Every vehicle must have an ignition kill switch within reach of the driver while he/she is fastened securely in the harness. Electric fuel pumps

and magnetos must be wired to the system. The kill switch must be clearly labeled KILL SWITCH, ON and OFF. NO KEY TYPE KILL SWITCHES
PERMITTED! (Street legal vehicles exempt from toggle-type kill switch). Recommended: X class vehicles have steering wheel mounted kill
switch.

2. It is mandatory that all vehicles have a battery disconnect switch located at the right rear or right front of the vehicle. Battery disconnect
switch will be on the right rear of all vehicles built as of November 1997. Switch disconnects battery terminal. The switch must be wired in
such a manner as to disconnect battery and kill the engine. Switch must be clearly labeled KILL SWITCH, ON and OFF.
- OBSTACLE ONLY. Switch must be Mounted on Right Rear of vehicle. The switch must NOT BE MOUNTED facing the side of the vehicle.

4. All vehicles must have a functioning, continuous duty starting system-exempt supercharged engines.
5. All batteries must be contained within the body of the cage of the vehicle and securely mounted. All liquid filled batteries outside engine

compartment must be in a completely enclosed container. All batteries must have terminals protected from arching or shorting. All batteries
must be secured by an automotive top type hold down device.

6. No portable batteries will be permitted in the staging area or return lanes unless fully enclosed.
7. All vehicles operating in non-competitive areas after dark must have a forward facing light (3 inch minimum or equivalent).
8. No use of electronic delay boxes.
10. All vehicles competing at night must install taillight and turn it on during racing event. Minimum 3 sq. inches, or any DOT approved light.

FUEL SYSTEMS
1. All fuel tanks, pumps and fuel lines must be located outside the driver’s compartment. Front mounted fuel tanks permitted but must be SFI

rated fuel cell and must be mounted behind the front axle and/or crossmember. All fuel tanks must be protected from collision. Any fuel
system components located above the floor (excluding the fuel tank) must be enclosed. Maximum one (1) gallon capacity tank for nitrous
enrichment systems. Tank must be mounted out of header area.

4. Spare gas cans are not permitted.
5. All cable type fuel systems shut offs, recommended pull to the off position.
6. Carburetor must have a flash shield or an air cleaner.
7. All relocated fuel tanks must be vented lower than the bottom of the tank. No vented caps permitted. All fuel cells exempt from outside vent.

Any additional vents must be self-closing type.
8. Mandatory two (2) throttle return springs.
9. All fuel cells must be SFI approved.
10. Rubber pressurized fuel lines are limited to max length of six (6) inch segments. Fuel injection systems exempted.

ROLL-CAGES
3. Square tubing is not permitted.
4. All joints must be completely welded, except vehicles with non-removable factory hardtop, using aftermarket bolted cage or equivalent.
5. The top four corners of the cage must be rounded. No welded tube corners will be allowed.
6. Excessive grinding of welds is not permitted. All welded joints must be exposed for inspection, with no padding or tape covering welds.
7. No threaded pipe or threaded joints of any kind are permitted.
12. Driver’s body must be totally enclosed by cage and/or body of vehicle as show in Diagram 4.
13. A minimum of 3/8” bolts, grade 5 hardness, must be used throughout the roll cage and side bar.
14. No holes or bolts are permitted in any tube except for 1/8” holes for snaps. These may be spaced no closer than 4” apart and can be drilled

only in one side of the tube.
15. A side bar shall be securely mounted to the driver’s outer side of the cage to protect the driver from a side roll and trees. Vehicles with

factory steel doors do not need side bars. All center seaters are required to have side bars on both sides.
16. All vehicles must have a dash bar in the front hoop for driver’s safety. Center seat vehicles are exempt.
17. In an event requiring a co-driver, the vehicle must have a side bar on passenger’s side also. It must be affixed to cage in the same manner as

on the driver’s side.
20. Roll cage padding is required where the helmet may come into contact with the cage.
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